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appeared so unusual to the War Ministry in Berlin that
they expressly commissioned their military attache to
institute an official investigation into these affairs and with
this object to undertake the very wearisome journey to
Mexico.
The Post of Military Attache
Investigations into rebel attacks on railways are among
the duties of a military attache. For, in the usual way,
these officers, as representatives of a foreign power, have to
observe the military movements in progress in the country
to which they are accredited. And revolutions and counter-
revolutions are in a certain sense military activities. The
military attaches have to report on the armament and
number of the troops, new military inventions, the produc-
tion of arms and munitions and similar matters. Now in
the period before the World War neither the United States
of America nor Mexico was a military state; so that a
military attache there was only used as it were as an
ornament, and for the sake of having a representative. The
more important military experts were only despatched to
those states where large armies existed, and these were
France, Russia, Austria and Italy. England was then as
uninteresting to the German Army as were the United States,
because neither country had a standing army based on
general conscription. This was also the reason why Franz
von Papen, thanks to important influence, was appointed
to Washington, although he was without experience of $ny
kind in military science or strategy. But he was a repre-
sentative with some charm of manner and a little knowledge
of the English language.
In his first few months in America Papen had hardly
anything to do. The outrages with explosives in Mexico
were used as a pretext for at least giving him some sort
of occupation.
At that time the German Envoy in Mexico was Admiral
von Hintze, a particular protege of the Kaiser. Mexico
was rather uncertain territory because revolutions and